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long-list of family and friends. Coach Wilson
will be greatly missed by the many that are
fortunate enough to speak of the impact he
had on their lives.

———
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Wednesday, January 16, 2008

Mr. MCcCARTHY of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Ray Karpe, a
resident and community leader from Bakers-
field, California, for his outstanding and exem-
plary leadership while serving as the 2007
President of the Bakersfield Association of Re-
altors®.

After earning a bachelor of science degree
in business administration from California
State University, Bakersfield, Ray graduated
from the Graduate Realtor® Institute, GRI, in
1989. He began his real estate career with
Karpe Real Estate Center in 1986 and served
as property manager, sales associate, loan of-
ficer, project development manager, and vice
president before becoming the center's presi-
dent. He received his real estate broker’s li-
cense in 1998.

Ray Karpe has been a longtime leader in
local real estate matters, reflecting the same
success, enthusiasm, care, and commitment
to his community as two generations of
Karpes before him. He has served the Bakers-
field Association of Realtors® in all levels of
leadership and served on over 35 committees
since becoming a Director of the association
in 2002. He became the third generation of
the Karpe family to be honored as the Real-
tor® of the Year in 2005 by the Bakersfield As-
sociation of Realtors®, before being appointed
president of the association in 2007.

Ray has also ably represented Bakersfield
realtors and the Bakersfield community in the
State and national association. Since 2003,
Ray has been a director of the California As-
sociation of Realtors®, C.A.R., and has served
as chair and vice-chair of the Taxation Com-
mittee. And this year, C.A.R. President Bill
Brown appointed him to serve on the 2008
C.A.R. executive committee. Since 2006, Mr.
Karpe has been a director of the National As-
sociation of Realtors®, a member of the Tax-
ation Committee, and is a “National Golden
R” Member—President’s Circle.

In his free time, Ray is an active community
volunteer serving as a director on the boards
of the California State University, Bakersfield
Foundation, Mercy Hospitals of Bakersfield,
and Garces Memorial High School. He is also
a member and past director of the Rotary Club
of Bakersfield, the Young Presidents’ Organi-
zation, YPO, and a member of the 11 Gallon
Club at the Houchin Community Blood Bank.

A true mark of leadership is the generosity
of time and talents that one gives on behalf of
his neighbors and communities. Ray Karpe
exemplifies this time-honored tradition. | com-
mend Ray for his service and leadership as
president of the Bakersfield Association of Re-
altors® and wish him and his family well as he
continues to serve our community.
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Edward Dubose, the presi-
dent of the Georgia State Conference of the
NAACP and Second District citizen.

Edward O. DuBose was born in Atlanta,
Georgia, the third oldest of 10 children to
Carnell and Margie DuBose. He received his
early education through the Atlanta public
school system, graduating from Harper High
School. He then joined the United States Army
where he completed 21 years of honorable
service.

Mr. DuBose, who also earned a masters de-
gree in clinical mental health counseling, is a
licensed professional counselor, anger man-
agement specialist, member of the National
Board of Certified Counselors, and a member
of the Licensed Professional Counselors Asso-
ciation of Georgia. As the owner of Oxygen
Mental Health Counseling services, he pro-
vides in-home counseling to at risk youth and
families throughout the State of Georgia and
Alabama.

In addition to his career as a counselor, Mr.
DuBose has served his community through
leadership in the NAACP. He has served 7
years as president of the Columbus, Georgia,
branch of the NAACP, and 5 years as 2nd
vice president of the Georgia State Con-
ference NAACP. In addition, he has served as
Georgia State NAACP veterans affairs chair-
man and as the district coordinator for a 9-
county area.

Mr. DuBose was elected to the position of
president of the Georgia State Conference
NAACP on October 2005, and reelected for a
second term in 2007. He is the only resident
and NAACP member in Columbus history to
hold the title of State president.

While serving the NAACP, Mr. DuBose led
the organization to achieve several landmark
accomplishments, including negotiating the
only NAACP radio show in Georgia, helping
start the first Black History Month Parade in
Columbus, Georgia now in its seventh year,
and coordinating the largest protest march in
Columbus history by rallying over 15,000 peo-
ple to call for justice for the shooting death of
Kenneth Walker.

Mr. DuBose is married to Cynthia DuBose
and they have three beautiful daughters; Cyn-
thia Harris, Casonya Hardaway Glover, and
Kimberly DuBose. Madam Speaker, it is my
privilege to honor this man today for his dedi-
cation to Columbus, the NAACP, the Second
Congressional District, and to the betterment
of his State and Nation.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Councilman Robert Dun-
bar upon his retirement from the Modesto City
Council. Councilman Dunbar was recognized
at the city of Modesto swearing in ceremony
held on December 19, 2007.
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Councilman Dunbar was born in Terre
Haute, Indiana and attended Indiana Univer-
sity and Indiana State University where he re-
ceived a bachelor of science degree in speech
and drama with a minor in political science.
After moving to southern California he at-
tended University of Redlands, University of
California in Riverside and California State
University, Fullerton and received a master of
science degree in public school administration
with a minor in political science and urban pol-
itics. This was the beginning of Councilman
Dunbar’s first career as a teacher.

Before Councilman Dunbar was an elected
official, he worked in the public school system.
He began by teaching high school and junior
high school. He moved to Merced, California,
in 1972 to pursue a position with the Merced
Union High School District. He held various
positions within the district, including; dean of
boys, vice-principal and learning director. In
1980 he moved to Modesto, California to join
the Sylvan Union School District, where he be-
came the principal of Somerset Junior High
School. The school was named a “Top 100
Distinguished Junior High School” during his
tenure. He was also the principal at Sylvan El-
ementary School, and was named the “Eighth
District PTA Principal of the Year.” While
working for the school districts, he was also a
part-time professor on various subjects at
Merced Junior College, California State Uni-
versity, Stanislaus, St. Mary’s College, and
Chapman University. Councilman Dunbar re-
tired from education in 2001 and moved onto
more civic duties.

Councilman Dunbar served on the Planning
Commission for the city of Merced for 2 years
and on the Planning Commission for the city
of Modesto for 7 years serving as the chair-
man for 2 of those years. He was elected to
the Modesto City Council in 2003, and cur-
rently serves as vice chair of the Finance
Committee. Throughout his lifetime he has
served in many capacities; as a baseball
coach, Boy Scout leader, Kiwanis leader,
member of the board of directors for the Mo-
desto chapter of the Red Cross, member of
the Association of California School Adminis-
trators and Stanislaus Partners in Education.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Councilman Robert Dunbar
upon his retirement from the Modesto City
Council. | invite my colleagues to join me in
wishing Councilman Dunbar many years of
continued success.

———
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Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
and ask the House of Representatives to join
me in congratulating Brad L. Harnick upon his
retirement from Michigan State University Ex-
tension for Genesee County. A reception for
Brad was held on January 11th in my home-
town of Flint, Michigan.

Brad began working for the Michigan State
University Extension Service in 1978. He
worked as the Genesee County 4-H Youth
Development Program associate until 1990. At
that time he became the 4-H Youth Develop-
ment agent and Extension educator.
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